
MINUTES OF CENTREPIECES’ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018 

17 July 2018 at Crayford Manor House 

 

Attendees 

Councillor Eileen Pallen, Guest Speaker 

Isabel Losada, Patron 

Andrew Grieve, Chair of Trustees 

Mike Ellsmore, Trustee and Finance Director 

Geoff Norris, Project Co-ordinator 

Guy Tarrant, Trustee 

Rosie Eaglen, Trustee 

Jenny Watson, Trustee 

CIO members, artists and guests (Full list held by Centrepieces) 

 

 

1. Centrepieces’ Chair of Trustees, Andrew Grieve 

Andrew thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Britta 

von Zweigbergk and Olwyn Sinclair. The number of invitations to guests had been limited this 

year due to space constraints. He thanked the volunteers who had prepared the refreshments. 

 

2. Welcome by Councillor Eileen Pallen  

Councillor Pallen thanked Centrepieces for inviting her to speak. She said it was difficult to 

believe that time had passed quickly since the last AGM and the start of Centrepieces nearly 20 

years ago. Recent achievements were the exhibitions, being registered as a charity, becoming 

part of the Bexley lottery and the production of a video about us. The public had been very 

complimentary about the totems in the grounds of Hall Place and she was proud that she was 

associated with Centrepieces. She thanked all the volunteers for their commitment, especially 

Geoff Norris and Andrew Grieve. She believed the artwork would get ever better and the range 

of activities would grow and flourish. She also hoped that there would be a major event in 2019 

to celebrate 20 years of Centrepieces. 

 

3. Minutes of last AGM       

The minutes of the AGM held on 4 July 2017 were agreed as accurate. There were no matters 

arising. 

 

4. Chair of Trustees report 

The Chair’s Annual Report had been circulated in advance of the meeting. Outgoing Chair of 

Trustees, Andrew Grieve, thanked Councillor Pallen and patron Isabel Losada for their 

continued support. He feels that he arrives home when at Centrepieces because of the warm 

welcome he gets from all the members. The charity is vibrant in the community, new people are 

being attracted all the time but the core of members remains stable. There is a good sense of 

community purpose of which he is proud. Andrew has moved away from the area, but wishes to 

remain involved as a Trustee although he can no longer be Chair. He will continue to support 

the new Chair and the Co-ordinator. 

 

5. Finance Report and Accounts 

Finance Director Mike Ellsmore proposed acceptance of the Chair’s Annual Report, and this was 

seconded by Geoff Norris. The motion was carried. The Finance Report and Accounts had been 

circulated in advance of the meeting. Mike said there was good reason to be confident about 

Centrepieces’ finances – the cash reserves have increased, the costs of the new lease of The 

Lodge have been absorbed and the level of donations is good. He thanked Jean Lyons and Annie 

Greywoode for their work on the accounts and their monthly reports. 

 

Mike said that he would miss Andrew Grieve now that he is stepping down as Chair and 

couldn’t speak too highly of his contribution to Centrepieces. The organisation has become 

more confident over the years with greater depth of activities, and there is a stream of people 

coming in. He also thanked the other Trustees. 



 

Acceptance of the Finance Report was proposed by Jenny Watson and seconded by Rosie 

Eaglen, and the motion was carried. 

 

6.  Co-ordinator’s report 

The Project Co-ordinator’s report had been circulated before the meeting.  Geoff Norris 

thanked the Assistant Co-ordinator Karen Larkin for her work in pulling together the activities of 

Centrepieces and for developing new workshops. There were a number of new tutors and we 

now have a Creative Writing workshop. It’s good for members to have access to all forms of art. 

The Twelve projects have been good for Centrepieces, especially the teamwork and the 

interaction with the public in the grounds of Hall Place. He thanked all the Twelve project 

leaders for their hard work. 

 

Geoff said the Trustees had been a great help and support to him and the charity. Britta von 

Zweigbergk has conducted diligent and meticulous research into the local history of art therapy 

and is writing a book about Centrepieces.  He thanked Andrew Grieve for his support over many 

years. Fundraising has gone well this year, especially the Garden event with over 70 people 

attending and live music, which raised over £800. Overall the work of Centrepieces is good and 

it has a solid base. He thanked everyone involved. 

 

7. Appointment of trustees 

Andrew Grieve stepped down as Chair because he has moved away from the area. Britta von 

Zweigbergk had stood down as Trustee as required by the constitution but was willing to stand 

again. Rosie Eaglen proposed Mike Ellsmore as the new Chair of Trustees and Jenny Watson as 

Vice Chair. The motion was carried. Mike Ellsmore proposed that all Trustees should be re-

elected, including those who had stood down, as there were no new nominees. The motion was 

seconded by Rosie Eaglen and carried. 

 

8. Any other formal business 

None 

 

9. Speech by Isabel Losada, Patron of Centrepieces 

Isabel gave a speech about the balance between perseverance and creativity, about the drive to 

‘do’ and to ‘be’, and the joy and pain from doing and being. 

 

10. Short speeches by Centrepieces’ artists and volunteers 

Christie Cassisa, Stuart Smith and Karen Larkin spoke about how Centrepieces had helped with 

difficult events in their lives that had affected their mental health. 

 

11. Video of the Twelve projects 

A video was played of the Twelve projects, which had been developed in conjunction with Hall 

Place from Autumn 2017 to Spring 2018.  

 

12. Jackie Grieve Inspire Award presentations 

The Jackie Grieve Inspire Awards were established in 2016 to recognise outstanding 

contributions to Centrepieces and as a lasting memorial to Jackie, a Centrepieces artist, who 

died of cancer. 

 

This year’s winners: 

Mark Harrison for exceptional artistry in drawing, mixed media and installation 

Alex Kemsley for helping to revitalise Centrepieces through social media, online presence and 

publications 

Stuart Smith for professional promotion of Centrepieces through high quality video work 

Alex Spendley for consistent hard work and support for Centrepieces over many years, and 

excellent sculptural work 

 


